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COPY OF PREAMBLE AND PROTEST.

We, American women, citizens of the State of New York, protest against the proposal to impose the
obligation of suffrage upon the women of this State, for the following, among other reasons:—

1. Because suffrage is to be regarded not as a privilege to be enjoyed, but as a duty to be performed.

2. Because hitherto the women of this State have enjoyed exemption from this burdensome duty,
and no adequate reason has been assigned for depriving them of that immunity.

3. Because conferring suffrage upon the women who claim it would impose suffrage upon the many
women who neither desire it as a privilege nor regard it as their duty.

4. Because the need of America is not an increased quantity, but an improved quality, of the vote,
and there is no adequate reason to believe that woman's suffrage by doubling the vote will improve
its quality.

5. Because the household, not the individual, is the unit of the State, and the vast majority of women
are represented by household suffrage.

6. Because the women not so represented suffer no practical injustice which giving the suffrage will
remedy.

7. Because equality in character does not imply similarity in function, and the duties and life of men
and women are divinely ordered to be different in the State, as in the home.

8. Because the energies of women are engrossed by their present duties and interests, from which
men cannot relieve them, and it is better for the community that they devote their energies to the
more efficient performance of their present work than to divert them to new fields of activity.

9. Because political equality will deprive women of special privileges hitherto accorded to her by the
law.

10. Because suffrage logically involves the holding of public office, and office-holding is inconsistent
with the duties of most women.
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Copy of Preamble to the Protest prepared by Committee of Brooklyn Women, which was extensively
signed, and sent to the Constitutional Convention in May, 1894.
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